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Presentation Notes
Over the last 15 years, Africa has seen the emergence of at least 36 agricultural growth poles (or “agropoles”) and nine agricultural corridors in 23 countries (see map and annex below). In the last four years alone, over a dozen agropoles were established in four countries: Cameroon  (2013); Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) (2014); Gabon (2016); and Ivory Coast (2016). Some other countries, like Nigeria, Mali, Mozambique and Togo are currently exploring the potential for setting up their own. 
This may also refer to agro industrial parks, agro-based clusters, or Integrated Growth Poles.
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Agricultural growth poles—also known as agropoles—represent a new trend in Africa’s agricultural development strategy. In 2014, African heads of state committed to eradicating hunger and rural poverty through a transformation of African agriculture, including a call to move from subsistence farming to commercial agriculture. A number of African governments see these growth poles and corridors as a way to attract private investment to promote agricultural transformation. They are also seen as a way to counter the negative impacts and publicity that resulted from leasing large tracts of farmland to investors, commonly referred to as “land grabs.” 
 
The agropole strategy is spearheaded by African governments, with financial and technical support from regional and multilateral organizations, such as the African Development Bank (AfDB), the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO) and the World Bank. For example, the "Feed Africa" program developed by the AfDB promises a path to commercial agriculture within 10 years (2016–2025). The plan is to modernize and revitalize the food sector, including by reinvigorating the strategy of increasing agricultural productivity. The World Bank, for example, has supported the financing and development of the Bagré Growth Pole in Burkina Faso. 

e lack of structural transformation is challenging the “Africa Rising” narrative and has been a central issue that needs to be tackled head on. It is against this background that there is a renewed call for structural transformation and diversifica- tion of African economies, so as to maintain the recent growth momentum, reduces poverty and inequality, create decent jobs, and improve the quality of lives and well-being of Africans. Agro-industrialization (agro-allied industrialization) is a formidable strategy for Africa to realize the much needed structural transformation and sustain its economic growth. 




PROMINENT FEATURES OF AGRO-INDUSTRY INVESTMENT PROMOTION TOOLS
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Source: Cralvez-Nogales & Webber, 2017
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Three Stages

1. Vision
2. Design

3. Implementation
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IMPLEMENTATION

Resources

Monitoring and enforcement

Reporting and Evaluation
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