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99% of plastic is made from chemicals sourced from fossil fuels



“By 2050, the greenhouse gas emissions from plastic 
could reach over 56 gigatons, which represents 10 to 13 
percent of the entire remaining carbon budget.” 

CIEL’s report on Climate and Plastics

Plastic pollution
A Common Concern of Humankind

● The plastic crisis is a common concern of humankind
● The plastic crisis transboundary & global in scope
● There is a critical international trade angle, because 

plastics represent an important portion of products traded 
internationally (in volume & value).

● The crisis  has an environmental, climate, social & human 
rights dimensions. 

● A legally binding agreement will require trade related 
provisions within it, including trade controls & restrictions.



“develop an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution,
including in the marine environment”

“which could include both binding and voluntary approaches, based on a
comprehensive approach that addresses the full life cycle of plastic”

“taking into account, among other things, the principles of the Rio Declaration
on Environment and Development, as well as national circumstances and
capabilities”

A UN Resolution to end plastic pollution: towards an 
international legally binding instrument

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/38525/k2200647_-_unep-ea-5-l-23-rev-1_-_advance.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


Current timeline
2
0
2
2

2
0
2
3

2
0
2
4

2
0
2
5November 28 -

December 2

2022 (Uruguay)

1st INC

Resolution adopted requesting to convene an 
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and sign the final text of an 

international legally binding 

instrument 



What will be covered? 



What do we need to do?    
2 key elements 



And on international trade? 

Non trade provisions that have an impact on 

trade 

Trade provisions 

The use of trade related measures within MEAs may be the most 
effective way to ensure that environmental objectives are achieved. 

To the date, ~20 MEAs include trade provisions.

○ Definitions, 

○ Standards, 

○ Labelling, 

○ Design

○ Technology transfer etc.

○ Trade restrictions and bans for certain types of 
polymers, additives, and plastic products between
Parties and also between Parties and non-Parties; 

○ Permit requirements and declaration of imports and 
exports of polymers, additives, and plastic products in 
addition to monitoring and reporting;

○ Possibility for States to take stricter domestic 
measures.



Thank you !

Helionor de Anzizu
hdeanzizu@ciel.org


